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Willeockson, Ark.
May 12, 1932

Dear Sister:-
Do you note that address up above, Thru a lot of

unpaid debts, bankruptcy and other things 1 acquired title to
about 552 acres of mountains here in Arkensas. We have been
doing absolutely nothing in Ieke Forest for about two years
except eat up what wehad made previously, So I came down and
looked at this place, liked it, and am building a cabin on itto live in, T am still financially interested in the Lake
Forest Plumbing Co. but would like to get out and will as soon
as it i's possible, as Lake Forest will be one of the last places
to get over the depression as it is a place that will not go :

ahead until two or three prosperous years have passed. Charlie
Fitzgerald, my partner, will be able to meke the grade I think
as he is quite a politician and between what he makes as a
politician and what little the business will clear he will have
a living. Waybex he will be able to sell the business or con-
ditions may make it worth while keeping. If so 1 may go back.

However my stomach etc, have been badly on the bum
and T imagine roaming around the Ozarks will do me good. I have
only been here about a week but the new interests outdoor life
etc. have made me feel ten times better already. S0 by thetime. the depression is over ought to be in fine fettle. -*

This place is certainly a beautiful spot. I am #

enclosing a few snap shots of a feature or two. The springs and
waterfall are the big features. The picture of the falls don't
show them very well but I am in plain sight. Will get a better
view of falls as they are certainly beautiful. The one marked
two is a view of the stream just above the falls. The three
ducks (count them} were thrown in to complete the deal. No. 3
is a view of the larger spring, it and another not quite so
large furnish all the water tham goes over the falls. It was
impossible ®o get a picture to show the beauty of this as the
spring is back under a bluff 80 or 90, ft. high, and everything
was in deep shadow. 1 appear as usuale

At one time there was quite a prosperous town here
my land completely surrounding it. For that matter I om all
of it except 8 parcels consisting of two or three lois each
and one piece of 5 acres, Ark. State highway #7 goes through
it from end to .end. This highway is to be the short route
from the north to Hot Springs and is completed except a strip
somewhere a 100 miles south of me.

#4 is a picture along the road through the town (2).
#5 is the postoffice I am in evidence again. We

get 4 mails every day some days 6 except Sunday.when we get none.
And last you see the church Methodist (North) where

they have service every other Sunday and Sunday School every
sabbath. Every hill you see is mine, some landed proprietor
I must say.

T am build ing my cabin around the bluff from the
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~~ untiliufhe 15th.for.anyons-else.if they-geteaughfem on on

[ am building my cabin around the bluff from the springabout 30) or 300 ft, Will get water with a ram and have allmodern convenience, shower, lavatory, closet, sink, water codledfoodechagber, ete, ..'the cabin is 18 x 20 one story and basement.The building is on the hillside and the basement is ground levelin froné while the 1st floor is ground level in back.
The veranda will be the roof of my garage where I keepmy CheF.--pickup. Am building out of cobble stones of which X

own em unlimited number. The only things I will have to buyare cement, nails, shingles and lumber to finish inside. Everything 21se is on the place. ILabor is only $1 a day for tenhours and though Byare very slow they work continmcusly anddo pretty good work &s they are all farmers and fairly handy.The plumbi 1°8evVThrd tHe shop end naturally is cheap to me.So all in all my cabin, wont cost very mach and will be theclassiest thing in the county.
Ei Willcockson is half way between two county seatsHarrison (Boone Co.) and Jasper (Newton €o.). So 1 am just 10miles from town either way I head. I eam rooming in Harrisonwhile the cabin is under construction. But will move out assoon as I can get a roof over my head. Am having more fun thanTcan remember. Certainly better than sitting around watchingeverything you thought you had crumbling away. I have quitworrying and discounted the worst and started in to en joy a fewyearss This piece of land is one of the oldest settlements inNo. Ark, and has many interesting things and possibilities.The stream is a trout stream amd T had a 3% 1b. one (a pieceof it) for supper, although the trout season doesn't open

There is not a nigger in either county. Most of thechildren have never seem one. Both counties are Republican inpolitics in a Dem. State. They have community schools withbus service and all kids get to school although not for 9months every year. "hey keep the schools open as long as themoney holds out, 6 months this year,
There is a marble quarry inc luded in my holdings (notin operatign at present but since we have the highway fortransportation now may be worth reopening). The interestingthing being that the stone Arkansas furnished for the Washing tonmonument was taken from this quarry, and it is said to be theprettiest piece from any state (by Arkensasans) so the nexttime you look at the monument look at Ark. con tribution, Ihave a mountain of it left and will break you off a piece sometime. It really is of number one quality and very pretty.Transportation being the cause of the quarry closing down.
There is lots of pine timber on the place same of ithas been cut over 35 to 50 years ago but the growth since thenis large enough again. Lots of cedar. Some wanut, hickorynut etc. but mostly oak, ‘the people who owned it last werecotton people of Memphis and they were only interested in acouple of cotton jins they had. Cottam price went down and theyquit cotton here in the hills and moved the Jjins away. Formany years there was a flour mill at the Falls with a waterwheel 35 ft. high for power. But the railroad went throughHarrison and they got a Roller Mill so there is nothing left
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: : oe : "3 : 11 T could rattle on ind ofin.will Bfve to come and see, about this place

Will write yoymore as T seen 4about, ; > ve something to
be
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